Anderson’s  College  Medical  School, 
Secretary’s  Chambers, 

50  West  Regent  Street, 

Glasgow,  24 th  August , 1900. 


SAMSON  GEMMELL , ESQ.,  M.D. , F.F.P.S., 

17  WOODS  IDE  PLACE , GLASGOW. 

Dear  Dr.  Gemmell, 

Referring  to  your  application  for  the  Chair  of 
Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  the  Governors  desire  at  this 
time  to  express  to  you  their  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done  by  you 
at  the  School  since  you  were  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Practice  of  Medicine 
in  1880.  From  the  first  your  class  has  been  well  attended  by  students  not 
only  of  the  School  itself  but  of  other  schools  of  medicine.  On  referring  to 
your  Class  Reports  for  recent  years,  the  Governors  note  that  the  number  of 
your  students  has  varied  from  83  to  125,  the  number  last  year  being  113. 
That  you  have  attracted  so  large  a number  of  students  to  a class  in  an 
extra-mural  school  is  of  itself  strong  testimony  to  your  capacity  as  a teacher, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Governors,  would  afford  good  ground  for  antici- 
pating for  you  even  greater  success  within  the  walls  of  the  University,  if  the 
Chair  for  which  you  are  now  applying  were  conferred  upon  you. 

The  Governors  believe  that  your  appointment  to  the  Chair  of  Clinical 
Medicine  would  strengthen  the  name  of  the  University  as  a teaching  centre, 
and  would  be  to  the  best  interests  of  the  students,  combining  as  you  do  an 
intimate  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  with  the  gift  of  imparting 
your  knowledge  to  others. 

The  Governors  would  naturally  regret  to  lose  so  able  a member  of 
their  Teaching  Staff,  but  they  wish  you  success  in  your  candidature,  and  they 
would  have  every  confidence  in  asking  the  Members  of  the  University  Court 
to  give  your  application  their  most  favourable  consideration. 

If  you  think  that  this  letter  would  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  your 
candidature,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  it  as  you  may  think 
right.  It  is  addressed  to  you  in  terms  of  instructions  given  by  the  Governors 
at  a meeting  specially  called  to  consider  what  steps  should  be  taken  by  the 
Board  in  connection  with  your  application,  and  it  is  signed  by  us  on  their 
behalf. 

Yours  very  truly, 


A.  M ALLOC H BAYNE,  President. 
CHAS.  M.  KING,  Vice-President. 

J.  B.  KIDSTON,  Secretary. 


Anderson’s  College  Medical  School, 
Glasgow,  30 th  August , 1900. 


Dear  Professor  Gemmell, 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the 
Faculty  of  Anderson’s  College  Medical  School,  having  heard  of  your 
intention  to  apply  for  the  Chair  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  feel  that  it  is  our  duty  to  express  our  high  opinion  of  your  work, 
and  the  great  esteem  in  which  we  hold  you  as  a colleague. 

For  twenty  years  you  have  held  the  Chair  of  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
this  College,  with  the  best  possible  results  to  the  success  of  the  School.  The 
popularity  of  your  class,  especially  among  University  students,  is  well  known, 
and  we  feel  that  whatever  loss  Anderson’s  College  may  sustain,  the  Uni- 
versity will  gain  much  by  your  appointment. 

Your  success  as  a teacher  of  Practice  of  Medicine  has  gone  hand  in 
hand  with  your  success  as  a teacher  in  Clinical  Medicine.  It  is  a matter 
of  common  knowledge  to  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  the 
Glasgow  School  that  your  reputation  has  been  as  great  in  the  one  as  in 
the  other. 

Ever  since  your  graduation  you  have  been  closely  associated  at  one 
time  or  other  with  all  the  important  Hospitals  of  the  City,  and  throughout 
this  period  you  have  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
study  and  advancement  of  the  science  of  Clinical  Medicine. 

In  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  during  the  last  eight  years  in  the  Western 
Infirmary,  you  have  had  special  facilities  for  the  study  and  teaching  of 
the  subject,  and  we  know  that  in  these  Institutions  you  have  attracted 
large  numbers  of  students  to  your  wards. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  your  very  wide  knowledge  of  general  and 
medical  literature,  or  enumerate  the  important  communications  which  you 
have  yourself  made  to  the  profession. 
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We  feel  that  if  the  University  Court  see  fit  to  appoint  you  to  the 
Chair  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  they  will  add  to  their 
Professoriate  one  of  great  power  and  resource. 

T.  KENNEDY  DALZIEL,  M.B., 

Professor  of  Surgery. 

A.  M.  BUCHANAN,  A.M.,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Anatomy. 

J.  ROBERTSON  WATSON,  M.A., 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 

R.  BARCLAY  NESS,  M.A.,  M.B., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

W.  ERNEST  THOMSON,  M.A.,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Physiology. 

JOHN  EDGAR,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Sc., 

Professor  of  Midwifery. 

CARSTAIRS  DOUGLAS,  B.Sc.,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

B.  G.  CORMACK,  M.A.,  B.Sc., 

Professor  of  Botany. 

PETER  BENNETT, 

Professor  of  Physics. 

JOHN  MACINTYRE,  M.B.,  F.R.S.E.,  F.R.M.S., 
Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  Throat  and  Nose. 

J.  GALBRAITH  CONNAL,  M.B., 

Lecturer  on  Aural  Surgery. 

T.  SPENCE  MEIGHAN,  M.B., 

Lecturer  on  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

JOHN  CARSWELL,  L.R.C.P.E.,  L.F.P.S.G., 

Lecturer  on  Mental  Diseases. 


CHAIR  OF  CLINICAL  MEDICINE 
GLASGOW  UNIVERSITY. 
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TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF 

THE  GLASGOW  UNIVERSITY  COURT. 

My  Lord  Rector,  Mr.  Principal,  and  Gentlemen, 

In  view  of  the  vacancy  in  the  Chair  of 
Clinical  Medicine,  I beg  leave  to  offer  myself  as  a candidate  for 
the  appointment. 

I am  59  years  of  age.  In  1867  I graduated  “with  honours” 
in  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and  last  year  the 
University  conferred  on  me  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 
I was  admitted  a F'ellow  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  Glasgow  in  1871  ; I have  held  the  office  of  Honorary  Librarian 
in  that  body  for  24  years,  and  since  November  last  have  also 
occupied  the  position  of  Visitor  of  the  Faculty,  an  office  which 
corresponds  to  that  of  Vice-President  in  similar  institutions  elsewhere. 

From  the  period  of  my  entering  the  Medical  Profession  1 
have  been  engaged  almost  continuously  in  hospital  work,  and 
since  1871  in  clinical  teaching.  At  first,  I worked  in  the  Clinical 
Hospital,  Manchester;  from  1871  to  1874  I assisted  Sir  William 
Gairdner  in  his  Clinique  at  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary;  and 
since  February,  1875,  I have  been  a Physician  to  the  Glasgow 
Western  Infirmary,  and,  as  a recognised  lecturer  on  the  subject, 
have  taught  Clinical  Medicine  there  ever  since. 

H aving  held  the  office  of  Physician  to  the  Royal  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children  from  its  opening  in  1883  till  my  resignation  in 
November,  1898,  I had,  in  that  institution  also,  a certain  amount  of 
clinical  teaching.  On  resigning,  I was  elected  Consulting  Physician. 

The  subject  of  the  vacant  Chair  being  Medicine  as  taught 

at  the  bedside  it  may  be  relevant  to  mention  that  soon  after  my 
appointment  to  the  Glasgow  Western  Infirmary  I published  a 
Clinical  Mamial  for  the  Study  of  Medical  Cases ; the  first  edition 

appeared  in  London  in  1878,  the  second  in  1886,  and  the  third 

in  1891.  Two  large  editions  of  this  work  have  also  been  published 
in  the  United  States.  1 have  reason  to  know  that  it  has  been 
extensively  used  in  the  medical  schools  of  this  country,  in  the 

United  States,  and  in  the  Colonies. 

W hen  the  Cyclopcedia  of  the  Diseases  of  Children , in  four 
large  octavo  volumes,  was  projected  in  America,  I was  requested 
to  write  the  chapter  on  “Diagnosis,”  which  appeared  in  1889. 
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I append  a list  of  my  principal  memoirs,  papers,  and  com- 
munications to  the  Medical  Press.  The  list  is  not  exhaustive, 
and  particularly  it  is  exclusive  of  a number  of  contributions  in 
which  my  assistants  and  pupils  have,  with  my  sanction,  availed 
themselves  of  the  clinical  cases  under  my  care.  My  papers  have 
appeared  in  various  periodicals  in  this  country  and  in  the  United 
States  ; a few  have  been  published  in  Continental  journals.  In  the 
accompanying-  list,  I have  classified  my  contributions  into  three 
groups : the  first,  and  much  the  largest,  is  in  the  department  of 
Clinical  Medicine. 

Having  been  for  so  many  years  a physician  and  clinical  teacher 
in  the  hospital  in  which  the  duties  of  the  chair  will  fall  to  be 
discharged,  working  all  that  time  under  the  eye  of  the  University, 
and  personally  known  to  most  of  the  members  of  the  Court,  it  has 
seemed  to  me  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court  would  not  be 
materially  aided  by  the  production  of  outside  testimony  in  my 
favour.  No  doubt,  if  desired,  this  could  be  easily  obtained ; but 
for  the  reasons  stated,  I have  not  troubled  my  friends  to  give  it. 

The  fact  that  the  duties  of  the  Chair  are  almost  identical  with 
those  I have  so  long  performed  in  the  Western  Infirmary,  enables 
me  now  to  submit  my  application  with  the  greater  confidence. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  FINLAYSON. 

2 W oodside  Place, 

Glasgow,  July , 1900. 


Clinical  Medicine. 


1869.  On  the  Temperature  of  Children  in  Phthisis  and  Tuberculosis. 

Glasgow  Medical  Journal , Nov.,  1869. 

1870.  On  the  Temperature  of  Children  in  Pleurisy.  Glasgow  Medical 

Journal,  May,  1870. 

1871.  On  a Case  of  Addison’s  Disease.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal , 

Novr.,  1871. 

1873.  On  the  Relationship  of  Abscess  of  the  Liver  to  Gastro- Intestinal 

Ulceration.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Feby.,  1873. 

1874.  Report  on  Renal  Cases  observed  in  Professor  Gairdner’s 

Medical  Clinique  during  last  Session  (1872-73).  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal,  Jany.,  1874. 

1874.  Lecture  on  the  Use  of  the  Clinical  Thermometer.  Delivered 
at  the  University  of  Glasgow.  British  Medical  Journal, 
Feby.  28th,  1874. 

1874.  On  the  Alleged  Dangers  of  Dentition  and  the  practice  of 

Lancing  the  Gums.  British  Medical  Journal,  Sept.  19th, 
1874. 

1875.  Case  of  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver.  British  Medical  Journal,  Jany. 

2nd,  1875. 

1875.  Case  of  Hysterical  Paralysis  and  Cough  in  a child.  Obstetrical 
Jotirnal  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Vol.  2,  London, 
1874-75. 

1875.  Lecture  on  the  Course  of  the  Temperature  in  Defervescence. 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal , April,  1875. 

1875.  Report  of  three  cases  of  Peritonitis  associated  with  cardiac  and 

renal  disease.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Oct.,  1875. 

1876.  On  the  occurrence  of  Renal  Tube-casts  in  non-albuminous 

urine.  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Cliirurgical  Review, 
London,  Jany.,  1876. 
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1876.  Two  cases  of  Aphasia  and  a case  of  Hysterical  Dumbness 

occurring  in  children.  Obstetrical  Journal  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  London,  Vol.  4,  1876. 

1877.  Aneurysm  of  the  Pulmonary  Artery:  Thrombosis  of  the  Pul- 

monary Artery.  British  Medical  Journal,  April  28th,  1877. 

1877.  Notes  of  Cases  of  Nervous  Disease.  [Various  papers.]  Glasgow 

Medical  Journal,  July,  1877,  and  Octr.,  1877. 

1878.  Occurrence  of  Herpes  during  the  administration  of  Arsenic. 

Practitioner,  London,  1878. 

1878.  “Clinical  Manual  for  the  study  of  Medical  Cases.”  8vo. 

Smith,  Elder  & Co.,  London,  1878. 

“Clinical  Diagnosis:  a Handbook  for  students  and  practition- 
ers of  medicine.”  8vo.  Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadelphia,  1878. 

1879.  Note  on  the  Spectroscopic  examination  of  the  urine  in  two 

cases  of  Paroxysmal  Haematinuria,  by  R.  W.  Forrest  and 
James  Finlayson.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  June,  1879. 

1879.  Clinical  Lecture  on  the  Loss  of  Speech.  Glasgow  Medical 

Journal,  Septr.,  1879. 

1 880.  Illustrations  of  Epileptic  Mania  and  of  the  Automatic  Phenomena 

of  Epilepsy  ; likewise,  of  Maniacal  attacks  following,  and 
also  taking  the  place  of  uraemic  convulsions.  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal , Vol.  14,  1880. 

1880.  Intestinal  Obstruction.  Practitioner,  London,  Vol.  2,  1880. 

1881.  Case  of  Haematoma  of  the  pericranium  in  a child  simulating 

hydrocephalus,  and  associated  with  constitutional  syphilis. 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  15,  1881. 

1881.  Diabetes  Insipidus,  with  great  enlargement  of  the  bladder; 

improvement  under  treatment.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal, 
Vol.  15,  1881. 

1881.  Case  of  so-called  “Infantile  Paralysis”  in  an  adult.  Glasgow 

Medical  Journal , Vol.  16,  1881. 

1882.  Clinical  History  and  Diagnosis  of  Haematoma  of  the  Dura 

Mater.  Glasgozv  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  17,  1882. 

1882.  Haemorrhagic  Diathesis  in  three  generations.  Glasgow  Medical 
Journal,  Vol.  18,  1882. 

1882.  On  the  occurrence  of  three  eruptions  during  one  attack  of 
Measles.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  18,  1882. 
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1882.  Idiopathic  Salivation  in  a child.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal , 

Vol.  18,  1882. 

1883.  Simple  perforating  ulcer  of  the  oesophagus  opening  into  the  left 

bronchus,  and  causing  gangrene  of  the  lung.  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal , Vol.  19,  1883. 

1883.  Case  of  Epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  in  Glasgow.  Glas- 
gozv  Medical  Journal , Vol.  19,  1883. 

1883.  Pulse-breath  and  Pulsatile  Respiration.  British  Medical  Jour- 

nal Vol.  1,  1883. 

1884.  Extensive  submucous  ecchymosis  in  the  bladder,  and  hemor- 

rhage into  the  tubules  of  the  Kidneys,  occurring  within  two 
days,  from  a single  catheterisation  of  the  bladder.  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal  Feby.,  1884. 

1884.  Clinical  significance  of  Albuminuria:  Influence  of  Toxic  agencies. 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  April,  1884. 

1884.  Case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal 
July,  1884. 

1884.  Tumour  in  the  Brain  of  a child.  Glasgozu  Medical  Journal ’, 
July,  1884. 

1884.  Abstract  report  of  a series  of  (unpublished)  cases  of  Epidemic 
Pneumonia  occurring  at  Garelochhead,  Firth  of  Clyde,  in 
May,  1879.  The  Collective  Investigation  Record , London, 
Vol.  2,  1884. 

1884.  Report  of  a case  of  prolonged  convulsions  in  a child,  with  two 
diagrams  showing  their  frequency  during  the  occurrence 
of  the  “Status  Epilepticus.”  The  Archives  of  Pediatrics, 
Jersey  City,  1884. 

1884.  On  the  case  of  a child  with  Unilateral  Hypertrophy  and  patches 
of  cutaneous  congestion.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Now., 
1884. 

1884.  On  the  occurrence  of  Symmetrical  Gangrene  of  the  extremities 

in  a case  of  Scleroderma  Adultorum.  The  Medical 
Chronicle , Manchester,  Vol.  1,  1885. 

1885.  Remarks  on  Laryngeal  paralysis  and  inequality  of  the  pupils, 

as  tending  to  aid  and  also  to  mislead  in  the  diagnosis  of 
thoracic  aneurysm.  The  Lancet,  Jany.  3rd,  1885. 
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1885.  Hystero-Epilepsy,  with  the  “Crucifixion”  attitude  in  a choreic 
subject.  The  Liverpool Medico-Chirurgiccil Journal , Jany., 

1885. 

1885.  Clinical  Lecture  on  a case  of  Pneumonia  with  cerebral 
symptoms  and  subsequent  arthritic  complications.  The 
Archives  of  Pediatrics,  Philadelphia,  Feby.,  1885. 

1885.  On  the  occurrence  of  a Diastolic  Murmur,  of  aortic  origin, 
apart  from  aortic  incompetency  or  aneurysm.  British 
Medical  Journal,  Feby.  28th,  1885. 

1885.  Tumour  of  the  Brain  from  the  case  of  a boy  10  years  old. 

Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  March,  1885. 

1886.  “Clinical  Manual  for  the  Study  of  Medical  Cases.”  Second 

edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  8vo.  Smith,  Elder  & Co., 
London,  1886. 

“Clinical  Diagnosis.”  Second  edition,  8vo.  Philadelphia, 

1886. 

1887.  Observations  on  the  state  of  the  pupil  in  Cheyne-Stokes 

respiration.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Septr.,  1887. 

1887.  On  the  Function  of  Medical  Societies,  and  on  the  abiding 
importance  of  pathology  to  Clinical  Medicine.  The  Lancet, 
Novr.  26th,  1887. 

1887.  Case  of  tumour  in  the  door  of  the  fourth  ventricle  with  con- 

jugate deviation  of  the  eyes  due  to  paralysis  of  the  sixth 
nerve.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  April,  1888. 

1888.  Report  of  a case  of  Embolism  of  the  mesenteric  artery  which 

recovered.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  May,  1888. 

1888.  On  the  occurrence  of  Pyrexia  Shiverings  and  Pyaemia  in  cases 

of  malignant  disease.  The  Lancet,  Octr.  13th,  1888. 

1889.  Tumour  of  the  Brain  in  a child.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal, 

Jany.,  1889. 

1889.  “ Diagnosis”  [Chapter  in  Vol.  1].  Keatings  Cyclopaedia  of  the 

Diseases  of  Children,  Royal  8vo.  J.  B.  Lippincott  Com- 
pany, Philadelphia,  1889. 

1889.  Collation  of  recent  authorities  on  the  Infective  and  Incubation 
period  in  contagious  fevers  and  diseases.  Glasgow  Medical 
Journal,  May,  1889. 
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1889-  Larvae  of  a dipterous  insect  (Anthomyia  canicularis  or  scalaris) 
passed  alive,  in  swarms,  from  the  bowel  of  a man.  British 
Medical  Journal,  June  8 th,  1889. 

1889.  Proposal  for  securing  uniformity  of  action  in  the  exclusion  from 
day-schools  of  children  coming  from  families  affected  with 
contagious  diseases.  Proceedings  of  Glasgow  Philosophical 
Society , Glasgow,  1889. 

1889.  Specimens  from  a case  of  purulent  meningitis  in  the  posterior 

fossa  of  the  skull  due  to  ear  disease.  By  James 
Finlayson  and  Thomas  Barr.  Glasgow  Medical  Journal, 
May,  1889  ; and  Archives  of  Otology,  New  York,  June, 

1889. 

1890.  On  obscure  Febrile  Attacks  in  the  course  of  Chorea  referable 

to  endocarditis.  The  Archives  of  Pediatrics,  Philadelphia, 
July,  1890. 

1890.  On  a case  of  Cancer  of  the  Oesophagus  involving  the  recurrent 
laryngeal  nerve  and  the  body  of  the  last  dorsal  vertebra. 
By  James  Finlayson,  M.D.,  and  Joseph  Coats,  M.D. 
With  a note  on  Paralysis  of  the  vocal  cords  from  malignant 
disease  of  the  oesophagus,  by  John  Macintyre,  M.D. 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal,  Septr.,  1890. 

1890.  Case  of  Congenital  Absence  of  both  hands,  with  a remarkable 
power  of  using  the  stumps.  The  Archives  of  Pediatrics, 
Philadelphia,  Septr.,  1890. 

1890.  On  Paralysis  of  the  third  nerve  as  a complication  of  Graves’ 
Disease.  Brain,  London,  Octr.,  1890. 

1890.  Symptoms  of  Bulbar  Paralysis  in  a child,  from  a scrofulous 

tumour  of  the  pons  varolii,  involving  the  fourth  ventricle. 
The  Archives  of  Pediatrics,  Philadelphia,  Octr.,  1890. 

1891.  Unusual  Complications  in  Enteric  Fever.  International  fotcr- 

nal  of  Medical  Sciences,  Philadelphia,  March,  1891. 

1891.  On  the  difficulty  experienced  in  the  diagnosis  of  Whooping 
Cough  from  the  presence  of  a tube  in  the  trachea.  The 
Archives  of  Pediatrics,  Philadelphia,  April,  1891. 
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